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Retrospect 
100 Years Ago, ôThe Great Warõ Came to an End 

Dentonõs Rejoicing was Epic  
A Word from Denton County Judge Mary 
Horn: 

²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻũ ǘƘŜ 5Ŝƴǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ !ǊƳȅ ƛƴπ
ŘǳŎǘŜŜǎ ƻǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ 5Ŝƴπ
ǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇπ
ǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭŜƊ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ 
ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀōǊƻŀŘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
¦b¢ /ŀƳǇǳǎ /Ƙŀǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ άtŀǘǊƛƻǝǎƳέ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
пΣ мфмтΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŜƴΣ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ōƻȅǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ 
ά¦ƴǎŜƭŬǎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŀŎǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŦƻǊ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƅŀƎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΧƛǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǊΦέ   

hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƴ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŜǾŜƴ 
ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŘǊŀƊΣ ŀǎ 5Ŝƴǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
ǿŀǎ ǎǝƭƭ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǊŜƭƛŜŘ ƻƴ 
5ŜƴǘƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊƻǇǎ ƻŦ ǇŜŀƴǳǘǎΣ ŎƻǧƻƴΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƻǊŎƘŀǊŘǎΦ  ²ƻƳŜƴ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŬŎŜǎ ǎƻ 
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ƘƻƳŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƎŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ мфмсΣ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀ 
ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǎŜƭŦ-ǎǳŶŎƛŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
ŦƻƻŘǎǘǳũǎΦ  {ƘŜ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƭŜǎǎ 
Ŏƻǧƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǎƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎΦ  
¸ƻǳƴƎ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ƅƻŎƪ ǘƻ bƻǊǘƘ 
¢ŜȄŀǎ {ǘŀǘŜ bƻǊƳŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ όƴƻǿ ¦b¢ύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭπ
ƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ !Ǌǘǎ όƴƻǿ ¢²¦ύΦ  !ƴŘΣ ōƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛƳŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƳŀƪŜ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ   

.ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ 5Ŝƴǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ 
ǘƻ ǎƘƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ Ƨƻȅ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ммΣ мфмуΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ aŀȅƻǊ 
.ŜȅŜǧŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ 5Ŝƴǘƻƴ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΣ 
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ƻũ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŎƻƴƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘƘƻǳǎŜΦ 
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The Denton County Courthouse celebrates with fireworks, 
November 11, 1918. 
Source:  The Portal to Texas History/unt.edu/Denton Public Library 
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A Prelude to War... 
A European War 

The news from Europe in the last days of June 1914 barely 
caused a ripple in the United States; much less in Denton, 
Texas. 

Archduke Franz Joseph, heir to the Austria-Hungary em-
pire, and his wife Sofia were killed by a Serbian separatist 
in Sarajevo on June 28.  A month later, the empire de-
clared war on Serbia and within days, Germany had de-
clared war on Russia while France, Belgium and Great Brit-
ain declared war on Germany.  In the states, it became 
simply, ñthe European war.ò 

On August 4, 1914, as his beloved wife lay dying in the 
White House, President Woodrow Wilson issued a declara-
tion that the United States would remain neutral in the 
evolving hostilities on the European continent.  Two days 
later, the presidentôs wife, Ellen, succumbed to Brightôs Dis-
ease. 

Americans Trapped 

With the outbreak of fighting on the continent, there were 
120,000 Americans traveling Europe.  The shipping indus-
try came to a near halt as nations assessed the danger of 
sea travel.  In effect, the Americans were trapped with very 
few avenues for a return to the states.  Further complicat-
ing the problem was the decision by the British government 
to declare a bank holiday; there was no way to access 
funds or convert currency. 

In the United States, many schools considered delaying 
openings because 30,000 of the Americans trapped in Eu-
rope were teachers. 

In London, where he maintained a home, wealthy mining 
executive Herbert Hoover received a call from the Ameri-
can consulate, asking his help.  The consulate was be-
sieged by Americans seeking funds to buy tickets home.  
Hoover used his own funds, and along with nine other busi-
nessmen, loaned hundreds of Americans over $1,000,000 
to buy passage.  The travelers each signed only a promise 
to repay when they reached home.  According to Hooverôs 
account, only $300 was not repaid.  By September, over 
100,000 of the trapped Americans were safely back in the 
States. 

Meanwhile, in Denton County 

The first news that the European war might affect the lives 
of Denton County residents was noted in the August 20, 
1914 edition of the local paper.  Grocerymen were undecid-
ed on how the war would affect prices.  There had been 
recent unexpected rises in some products, mostly hogs, 
sugar and coffee. 

By November, the children of the Denton schools had col-
lected several boxes bearing gifts for the children of the 
war, so that they would not be forgotten at Christmas. 

Several Denton men were serving active duty with the Na-
tional Guard, but their activities were mainly restricted to 
the Mexican border to keep revolutionaries led by Pancho 
Villa from spilling Mexicoôs war onto American soil. 

Lusitania 

On May 1, 1916 the British liner Lusitania set sail from New 
York bound for Liverpool, England.  With Britain and Ger-
many at war, the sinking of merchant vessels by German  

U-boats (submarines) had become regular news.  Few pas-

senger ships had been endangered but the Cunard Line, 
owners of the Lusitania, chose to print warnings on board-
ing passes that the state of war prevented any guarantees 
of safe passage. 

On May 7, a German U-boat torpedoed the Lusitania and it 
sank off the southern coast of Ireland.  Of the 1,962 pas-
sengers and crew, 1,198 died, including 128 Americans.  
The uproar and calls for war were pronounced. 

Despite the calls for war, President Wilson managed to 
tamp it down in measured diplomatic tones.  Among those 
vehemently in favor of war was Theodore Roosevelt. 

Election of 1916 

Recently remarried, Woodrow Wilson wasnôt particularly 
inclined to run for reelection.  But he considered it his duty 
and accepted the nomination of the Democratic Party.  His 
Republican opponent was Supreme Court Justice Charles 
Hughes, who resigned to run for the oval office 

At the Democratic convention, a cry of ñHe kept us out of 
the war!ò was repeated often in response to a speech.  This 
became the unofficial campaign battle cry. 

The close election was in doubt from election night, Tues-
day, November 7, until Friday morning, November 10, 
when California finally was placed in the Wilson column. 

Denton Celebrates Wilsonôs Reelection 

A majority of Denton County voted Democratic for many 
years, and 1916 was no different.  A crowd the newspaper 
estimated at 10,000 gathered on the night of November 10, 
1916 to celebrate Wilsonôs reelection.  While the celebra-
tion was in full swing, a white bird, a Dove of Peace accord-
ing to the crowd, flew over the top of the courthouse, head-
ing east.  The crowd cheered as the ñmessage of peaceò 
flew off in the direction of Washington D. C. 

Zimmerman + U-boats= War 

Neutrality advocates suffered two tremendous blows in the 
early days of 1917.  First, Germany announced that it 
would no longer spare American vessels from attacks by 
German U-boats.  As ships flying the stars and stripes be-
gan to be attacked, tensions mounted.   

Then, on February 28, an Associated Press story brought 
word that a telegram had been intercepted by British 
agents.  The telegram, from German Foreign Secretary 
Arthur Zimmerman to the German minister to Mexico, con-
tained an offer to the Mexican government:  If Mexico sided 
with Germany and declared war on the United States, Mex-
ico could have the lands of Texas, New Mexico and Arizo-
na IF Germany won the war. 

The citizenry were outraged; war was imminent. 

WAR!  Denton County All In 

On April 2, 1917 President Wilson spoke to a joint session 
of Congress and asked for a declaration of war.  The Sen-
ate voted for war by a count of 82-6 on April 4.  The next 
day the House voted 373-50 in favor of war.  On Friday, 
April 6, Woodrow Wilson signed the document and the 
United States finally entered what was now termed, ñThe 
Great War.ò 

In Denton, American flags of all sizes were suddenly in 
great demand.  Most of the 7,000 or more Denton County 
residents who descended on the courthouse square the 
night of April 6, managed to have a flag to wave.  From that 
moment forward, the countyôs support for the war was 
strong.                              ðDJ Taylor 
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Famed statesman and three-time Presidential candidate 
(1896; 1900; 1908) William Jennings Bryan paid a visit to 
Denton on March 17, 1916.  It wasnôt his first visit to the 
town; he toured the town on December 14, 1909 and 
spoke about the benefits of education at Denton High 
School and North Texas State Normal College. 

Bryanôs support of Woodrow Wilsonôs 1912 Presidential 
campaign led to his appointment as Secretary of State, a 
position that he held until June 8, 1915.  A staunch propo-
nent of neutrality in the ongoing war in Europe, Bryan re-
signed his post following Wilsonô response to Germany 
after the sinking of the British liner, Lusitania.  Bryan be-
lieved the response should ALSO have been directed at 
Great Britain since the liner carried a secret shipment of 
munitions and was equipped with cannons.  He argued 
that American passengers on British passenger ships 
were being used as hostages to protect cargoes of arms 
destined for the Allies. 

A noted orator, Bryan had several acquaintances in Den-
ton, including attorney and equally persuasive speaker, 
Alvin C. Owsley, who led the local delegation that met him 
at the train depot that Friday morning.  Bryan immediately 
proceeded to the campus of the College for Industrial Arts 
(C.I.A., now TWU) where he spoke briefly in the chapel, 
extolling the benefits of service, before heading for the 
Normal College for another talk.  On the route, he stopped 
briefly to call at the home of Robert G. Wright, a longtime 
admirer and friend. 

At the Normal, Bryan was introduced by County Attorney 
Alvin M. Owsley, son of Alvin C.  The younger Owsley 
called Bryan ñthe greatest living American.ò 

In his paid-admission speech at the C.I.A., Bryan railed 
against the false philosophy of ñmight makes rightò that he 
said brought on the European War.  He talked of the cost 
of war and how expenditures already undertaken by, as 
well as those proposed by, the United States could be bet-
ter used to benefit America and its citizens.  Among the 
benefits he advocated the money could be used  to assist 

with providing homes for all and macadam paved roads 
from coast to coast. 

After the sinking of the Lusitania, ñpreparednessò became 
a movement as the nation strengthened its military and 
began to build up reserves.  Bryan contended that if Amer-
ica had been prepared earlier, we would already be in the 
war.  ñPreparedness makes other people afraid of youða 
doctrine of terrorismðthe same false philosophy which 
has brought war to Europe.ò  He blamed the preparedness 
movement on what he called ñthe jingo pressò that divided 
the American public. 

Bryan summed up his view of the nation going to war by 
calling for a nationwide referendum on war that included 
allowing women to vote (this was pre-19

th
 amendment 

time), saying, ñI want the women to voteéfor upon them 
will fall a major burden.ò  Wanting a public ballot on the 
matter of war, Bryan advocated 
that if a majority voted for war, 
ñI would have the referendum 
so arranged that those that 
voted for war would be called 
on first to serve.ò 

After Congress declared war 
in 1917, William Jennings Bry-
an set aside his lifelong paci-
fism and sent a telegram to 
President Wilson offering to 
join the army as a private.  The 
57-year-old politicianôs offer 
was declined, but he supported 
the war effort through his 
speeches and his newspaper 
articles.       

                   ðDJ Taylor 
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William Jennings Bryan Visits Denton; Champions Neutrality 

North Texas State Normal College president Dr. W. H. 
Bruce, William Jennings Bryan and Alvin C. Owsley walk 
on the schoolôs campus, March 17, 1916.   
The Portal to Texas History/unt.edu 
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Of Boiled  Radishes, Canned Beans and Wheatless Wednesdaysñ

Fighting the War on the Home Front 
By Laura Douglas 

ñLoafer has been having some more troublesò wrote col-
umnist H.F. Browder, otherwise known as The Loafer, in 
the April 17, 1917 edition of the Denton Record Chronicle 
(DRC). He continued, ñNow it all happened after this: When 
the war began to look like real tribulation all the fellows who 
knew commenced to cry out that grub was going to be 
scarce. The Boss hired himself home and hoed up his gar-
den and proceeded to plant various and sundry things cal-
culated to cheat the grocery man out of some of his high-
handed profits. The boys all talked about having something 
planted and óGardensô was all that Loafer heard until he 
became obsessed with the idea that he had to get very 
busy and save the country by planting a garden.ò  In this 
light-hearted column, and in others written over the next 
few years, he recounted his struggles with cut worms, un-
predictable Texas weather, Mrs. Loafer, and the occasional 
overabundance of collard greens and radishes. The Loaf-
erôs column must have provided a little comic relief to the 
citizens of Denton who faced hard times but did their part to 
ñSow the Seeds for Victoryò.  

By the time the United States entered World War I in 
April 1917, Europe was already decimated. Much of the 
land had been rendered unusable for agricultural produc-
tion and supply lines were disrupted. The United States 
had to find a way to get food supplies to the Allied troops 

fighting on the battle-
fields as well as the 
citizens of the nations 
affected by the War, 
while continuing to pro-
vide supplies to the 
citizens remaining on 
the Home Front.  

In August 1917 Con-
gress passed the Food 
and Fuel Control Act, 
also known as the Lev-
er Act.  With the au-
thority granted by Con-
gress in the legislation, 
President Woodrow 
Wilson issued an exec-
utive order establishing 
the U. S. Food Admin-
istration with the pur-
pose of:   

Å Assuring adequate 
food supply, distribution, and conservation of food during 
the war,  

Å Facilitating transportation of food and prevent monopo-
lies and hoarding, and  

Å Maintaining governmental power over foods by using 
voluntary agreements and a licensing system.  

Herbert Hoover was appointed as head of the new ad-
ministration. He believed that the strict food rationing that 
had been established in Europe would not be necessary in 
the United States. His food strategies would appeal to the 

volunteerism and national pride of the people. When Hoo-
ver wrote his memoirs he stated that he had asked the Citi-
zens of the United States to "Go back to simple food, sim-
ple clothes, and simple pleasures. Pray hard, work hard, 
sleep hard and play hard. Do it all courageously and cheer-
fully." Hoover echoed this sentiment by using the simple 
statement ñFood Will Win the Warò as the center of the na-
tionwide publicity campaign in which newspapers played 
the pivotal role of disseminating the informational and edu-
cational materials to the people. 

Americans were asked to decrease their consumption of 
meat, wheat, sugar and fat - items that were desperately 
needed in Europe. Meatless Mondays, Wheatless Wednes-
days, and Flourless Fridays became the new norm. A 
schedule for the week was published in the Corsicana Daily 
Sun on March 1, 1918.  In addition to the information about 
what not to eat on each day, the advertisement also sug-
gests substitute foods that could be used instead of the 
regular staples: 

ðContinued on next page, ñGardeningò 
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There were times when Americans were asked to forgo 
using certain items totally. In the article ñAll Citizens Urged 
to Fall in Line with Move Not to Use Any Flour at Presentò 
published in the DRC on April 19, 1918,  F.F. Hill, the Fed-
eral Food Administrator for Denton County, stated ñFrom a 
telegram received a few days ago from Mr. Hoover I can 
assure you that this action on the part of Texas will be most 
welcome é (and)  will materially aid the Administration at 
Washington in accomplishing that conservation in wheat 
flour which is now so extremely urgent and the importance 
of which the great battle raging in France emphasizes so 
strongly.ò  

In addition to the rationing of foods, citizens were asked 
to plant ñwar gardens,ò later known as ñliberty gardens,ò to 
grow more fruits and vegetables locally.  Charles Lathrop 
Pack organized the U.S. National War Garden Commission 
which encouraged individuals to create gardens in their 
yards, in vacant lots, and in public spaces all over the 
country.  Denton was quick to join the movement. A short 
article from the DRC on May 3, 1917 encourages owners 
of vacant lots in the city to allow them to be cultivated in a 
campaign spearheaded by the Young Menôs Business 
League.  In an article from May 11, 1917 a local grocer 
states that in a short time ñLocal markets will be glutted 
with home-produced edibles like potatoes, etc.,éò and that 
this ñé brings again to the fore the question of preserving 
the surplus.ò  

Mrs. Edna 
Westbrook Trigg 
provided the an-
swer to the ques-
tion of preserva-
tion. Mrs. Trigg 
was the first 
home demon-
stration agent 
appointed by the 
State of Texas 
and she was to 
serve Denton 
County. It was 
her goal to make 
Denton County 
self-sufficient.  
Her work ranged 
from convincing 
local farmers to 
use a portion of 
their land to grow 
fruits and vege-
tables, to collab-
orating with the 
county commis-
sioners and the 
Chamber of 
Commerce to 
secure funding to purchase five sets of canning equipment 
for each precinct of the County. Ms. Trigg held demonstra-
tions on how to use the equipment and recruited others to 
help with the community canning project to preserve locally
-grown produce.  The endeavor was a success; a DRC 

headline from August 16, 1919 states that the ñCanner at 
C.I.A. has put up 2,711 Gallons This Year.ò  

The students in Dentonôs public schools also participated 
in the war effort.  The United States School Garden Army 
was created to make agricultural education a part of the 
curriculum.  The program encouraged children to raise food 
through school-based war gardens. A report from the pro-
duction of the garden at West Ward School was published 
in the DRC on April 18, 1918. It reads, in part, ñProducts for 
the war garden being cultivated this year by the pupils of 
West Ward School are now being placed on the market, 
and already a quantity of mustard radish and onions have 
[sic] been disposed of. A good sliced track of land near the 
school building is being cultivated, the seed for the garden 
being donated by the pupils from what was left over at 
home, and the work is being done by the boys and girls 
under the direction of the teacher.ò 

All in all, it appears that the War Garden effort in Denton 
was successful.  A Local Market Report from May 2, 1919 
indicates that, in fact, it may have been a bit too successful 
- ñWith almost every family having its own home garden, 
the vegetable market is rather druggy with a big supply and 
little demand. Most of the vegetables offered for sale are of 
the home grown variety.ò  

Speaking of overabundance of vegetables, The Loafer, 
in desperation, after one plentiful crop of radishes was so 
tired of eating them he even resorted to boiling them.  Can 
you imagine? If you would like to learn more about the war 
garden effort, the book The War Garden Victorious by 
Charles Lathrop Pack can be found online in its entirety.  

                                                            ðLaura Douglas 
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